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“Your Will be Done”      Text – LD 49  Matthew 6:10b       OT Reading – Psalm 19

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Back home in Dovedale, we have just finished going through the Heidelberg Catechism, which, as most of you will know, ends by considering the parts of the Lord’s Prayer.
And one of the chief dangers that is attached to this beautifully familiar prayer is precisely the fact that it is so familiar.  
We memorize it as children, we know well the almost singsong rhythm of its phrases, and we move from the beginning to the end, often, without fully appreciating what we have just prayed.  

And this is one reason why we recognize the Lord’s Prayer to be a pattern for prayer as well as a set prayer that we may make our own.  
For, when we make it a pattern for prayer, it requires us to understand each of its words and lines, so that we can expand on them and fill them out with biblical content, and relevant content, and worshipfully God-glorifying content.  

And this is so also, for this, the third request, of the Lord’s Prayer.  
	After all, what is the will of God?  

And if God is sovereign, why do we need to ask that His will be done?  
	What do we mean when we ask for it to be done?  
	Why do we not just ask for His will to be done, instead of saying “on earth as it is in heaven”?  
	Is this contrast between earth and heaven significant?  

And what place to do we have in the doing of His will?  
Are we active or passive in this request?

Well, all of this together makes it necessary for us to understand what our Lord sets before us so that we can pray with understanding when we make this request of our God and Father.

And so, let’s see then, that when we pray the third request of the Lord’s Prayer, 
We believers ask our Father for grace to do His will.  
And we do this, firstly, when we knowingly understand His will, 
and secondly, when we lovingly submit to His will; our two points.

Firstly then, We believers Ask Our Father for Grace to Do His will, when we knowingly understand His will. 
	And here we return to the questions we asked earlier, like, What is the will of God?, and if God is sovereign, why do we need to ask that His will be done?, etc.  So let’s try and understand what is meant by the Lord’s will as an aid to our praying this third request.  
	And to begin with, we learn, from the Bible, that God is sovereign over every thing.  
	Psalm 115:3, “Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him.” 

Psalm 135:6, “The LORD does whatever pleases Him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.” 

	And so, because God is sovereign, what He has willed is what comes to pass.  What pleases Him is what comes to pass.  What brings Him all glory is what comes to pass.  And this we call God’s will of decree.  
	Now, boys and girls, ‘to decree’ means to make an official order for something to happen.
	When the school principle decides that the school will be closed on Friday and that children can stay home, he has made a decree.  And because he has the official power to do so, it will happen.  That’s what ‘to decree’ means.
	Well, God’s will of decree refers to the things that He decided, way back in eternity, before the world was even created, that concern all things that are now, have been, and that will be in the future.  
	And because He decreed them, they either have come to pass, or most certainly will come to pass. 
	Psalm 33:11, “The plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations.”
	In eternity then, God decreed that there would be the creation of the universe, and it came to pass.  

He decreed that on July 20th, 1969, for example, Neil Armstrong would be the first man to step on the moon, and it came to pass.
And He has decreed that tomorrow, for breakfast, you will eat a piece of wholemeal toast with 18.64 grams of peanut butter on it, and a 35.6 degree cup of warm Milo, or whatever it is that you will eat and drink, down to the very number of each grain of sugar or tea leaf or crumb of bread, and it will come to pass.
	Matthew 10:29-30,”Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”


	But also in terms of the gospel, Galatians 4:4 tells us that “When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law.”  
	In eternity, God decreed a precise moment in world history when Jesus would be born.  And it came to pass.


	And God’s will of decree also has salvation in view.  
	He has decreed that from all of mankind, a certain number of people will believe in Jesus Christ and a certain number of people will not.  
	Romans 9, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated … Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”  
	He has willed some to be saved, and some not to be saved, and it will come to pass.


	All of this, then, is part of God’s will of decree.


	But we also speak of God’s will of command.
	And by this we mean the commands of the Bible whereby God reveals His will for our lives.  
	Matthew 7:21 says, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  
	And what is the will of His Father in heaven?  
	Well, this is best summarized by what we read this morning from Luke 10:27, “'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'”  
	It is every command of God, as summarized by these two commands.


	And the difference between God’s will of decree and God’s will of command, as one commentator puts it, is that “His decrees reveal what He intends to do and does, while His commands reveal what man ought to do.”  Or, to put it another way, “In the case of decree, the word will refers to what God has eternally determined.  In the case of His command, it refers to what is acceptable and pleasing to Him.”
	God’s will of decree has only one possible outcome, it comes to pass, while His will of command can either be obeyed or disobeyed by man.


	Now, I hope you can see, though, that God’s will of decree includes how we respond to His will of command.  
	The will of decree and the will of command are not two contradictory wills.  
	Because God is sovereign, every one of our responses to His will of command, whether we obey or disobey, comes about by His divine permission and as part of His divine decree.  
	And I know that raises some questions in our minds about whether or not this makes God ultimately accountable for our sin.  But we are going to have to leave that subject for another day and confine ourselves to this request of the Lord’s Prayer.  
	Let us simply note for now that the Bible is clear in saying that God is not the author of sin: James 1:13, “When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me."  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone.”


	What we need to remember, though, is that God has one will expressed in His will of decree and His will of command, not two. 


	And so, by way of summary then, God’s will of decree reveals what He has, does, or will do, and God’s will of command reveals what man ought to do to please God.


	And the reason we have spent time setting this out is because the third request of the Lord’s Prayer has to do with God’s will of command.  
	And this is so, because having addressed God as “our Father,” we recognize that He is the sovereign ruler of the universe.  
	Thus, we know that He will bring about what He has decreed to be and to happen.  
	It would almost be redundant of us to spend time asking Him to do what is in His very nature to do.  
	But note how I said “almost,” because while God does not require our prayers for Him to do His will of decree, it is a great blessing for us to recount the things He has done and that He has promised that he will do in our prayers.


	What is most needed, though, in terms of our prayers, is for us to request that His will of command “be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
	And these very words that contrast earth and heaven, as the Lord’s Day helps us to see, are needed because of the great difference between us and the angels when it comes to God’s will of command.


And it is here, as we still seek to knowingly understand His will, that we seek also to lovingly submit to His will; our second point.

You see, at every moment of every day, God issues commands also in heaven.  
There, He does it not through the pages of a book like the Bible, but with His voice.  
Hebrews 1:14 says, “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”  
Psalm 103:21, “Praise the LORD, all His heavenly hosts, you His servants who do His will.”  
The calling of the angels is to serve us on earth.  
And because they do not have perfect knowledge, they receive commands from God to go and do this and to go and do that.  
And as the Catechism explains, they obey God’s commands, every time, “willingly, and faithfully.” 

But how is it with you and I?  Are we like the angels in terms of our obedience to God’s commands?  Do we obey His will of command, instantly, willingly, faithfully, and every time?

Well, let’s look for a moment at His will of command.  
And unlike the angels, we hear the voice of God’s will of command in the pages of the Bible.  
And there we read the following in a passage like 1 John 3:23, “And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ.”  
And it is a command that comes to all men, women, and children.  

However, many reject this command.  
They have no interest in Jesus Christ, thinking they have no need of Him.  
And because of this they will burn, eternally, in the fires of hell.  

But what about you?  Have you obeyed this command?  
Do you believe in the name of Jesus?  
Have you sincerely repented of your sins, and placed your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?  
If not, God’s Word commands you to do so, today.  (Tell story of diver)

But Jesus went on in 1 John 3:23 to not only reveal that God commands belief in the name of Jesus, but also that we “love one another as He commanded us.”  
And it is these two together, by way of summary, that capture the whole of God’s will of command.  
And our obedience to these ought to be like that of the angels.  
But even beyond that it ought to be like that of Jesus.  
For, as the perfect model of this quality of obedience, He said, in John 4:34, “My food … is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.”

But when we look at our own obedience to God’s will, we must admit, as one commentator so helpfully illustrates, “that we have often replaced the word food with dessert so that the statement reads: It is my dessert to do the will of my heavenly Father.  Or, to put it more clearly: It is my food to do what I want and my dessert to do God’s will.  The implication of this is: I live as I want to live.  I determine my life according to my own sinful ideas.  But just as a dessert provides a pleasant finish to an ordinary meal, I add to my life, according to my own will, a small extra in which I do the will of God — to read a little from the Bible, say a prayer before I go to sleep, attend a worship service, or have the intention to serve God when I am old one day.  In this manner I appease my conscience, and my life, in the eyes of others, is of an accepted standard: they still see me as a believer and a Christian.”  
And is this not so true of each one of us, brothers and sisters, young people, and boys and girls?  
Is it not true that, at best, our obedience is half-hearted, because of the sin that so easily entangles us?

Well, the warning of Jesus, about this quality of obedience is clear.  We read it earlier from Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  

The problem then is clear.  It is God’s will versus our will.  
But just as John 4:34 reveals our sin by holding before us the quality of Jesus’ obedience, so it also reveals the solution to our sin.  
You see, due to our sinful natures, we must, at the end of every day, bow before God and confess that we rejected His will, ignored His will, or at best only made it our dessert.  
We can only stand before God and confess that our will is not in accord with His will and is sin that is worthy of eternal punishment.  

But we can also look to the one who made the will of God His food; Jesus Christ!  
And we must take hold of He who paid the price for all of our disobedience; who suffered the agonies of hell that we truly deserved to suffer.  
And He who by this perfect obedience, both in life and in death, has given to us a righteousness that makes us those who, in God’s eyes, are those who obey God’s will of command, perfectly. 

And then we must also look to the one who helps us to increasingly make God’s will of command not just our dessert, but our food; the Holy Spirit.  
And we must learn, as Galatians 5 reminds us, at home, at work, and at play, to be Spirit led, to walk with the Spirit, to live by the Spirit, and to keep in step with the Spirit.  
We must learn, as Ephesians 4:30 reminds us that we must not grieve the Holy Spirit, but instead, seek His smile.  

And we only do this as we immerse ourselves in His Word, and as we seek from Him the grace that comes from His Word to reject our will and to obey our Father’s.  
And we do this each day, when we open God’s word and read it, and meditate on it, and memorize it, and pray from it.  
We do it when we gather with others to do the same.  
We do it when we gather from Lord’s Day to Lord’s Day to hear it read and explained.  
And we do it today, as we gather around the table as a further means of grace.  
For here we are reminded, as we eat this blessed food, that the food of Jesus was to do the will of His Father.  
May His food, then, be increasingly ours, as we ask God that His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen.

